[Diagnostic related groups--testing of the system in a medical department].
In a prospective study we registered the lengths of stay for hospital care for diagnosis-related groups (DRG) for 980 consecutive admissions to a medium-sized medical department in Oslo. The DRG codes which should discriminate between high and low ages and between routine and complicated cases were found to differentiate well in an economic sense, based on the length of hospital stays. We conclude that the main principles of this American system can probably be used in Norway, although some modifications are necessary.